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A SERMON 


Delivered in St. Paul’s Church, Augusta, at the opening of the third annual 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the Diocese of Georgia ; 
on Monday, April 18,1825. By Asiet Carrer, A. M., Rector of Christ 
Church, Savannah. 


Epuesians iy. 4, 5, 6. 


*¢ There is one body and one spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling ; one Lord, one farth, one baptism ; one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” 


Taat the Church of Christ, as established by his apostles, was 
designed by its divine founder to possess certain traits of unity 
or mutual communion, of all its parts with each other, is a fact 
which will scarcely be questioned by any who read the New Tes- 
ment. But the nature and extent of this ecclesiastical unity in- 
volve questions upon which the Christian world has been iong and 
frequently convulsed. That it was ever designed to consist in an 
external or political dependence of all the members upon one spir- 
itual sovereign, chosen from among men, we affirm without hesi- 
tation, is no where declared, or even intimated, in the sacred vol- 
ume. Nor is it probable that such a political unity would ever 
have been attempted or designed by men, had not the political 
condition of the early Christians under the Roman empire, sug- 
gested it to the pride and ambition of the human heart. Norhave 
we any better authority to believe, that for the preservation of 
the necessary unity of the Church, any part, or even the whole 
of this mystical body, has been endued from on high, with the 
perpetual gift of infallibility or security from error, either in doc- 
trine or practice. Imperfection and liability to error, are stamped 
upon the character of every individual of the human race: as 
well those within, as those without, the pale of the covenant of 
mercy. And if imperfection and Jiability to err belong to the 
character of every censtituent mémber of the Church, how can 
we believe that a congregated assembly of these imperfections 
should be perfect and infallible ! It would be a miracle of tran- 
substantiation, inconceivable as that which has been ascribed to 
the elements of the eucharist or*Lord’s supper. 

If we believe the Scriptures, we cannot fail to believe that 
every particular branch, and consequently all the branches of the 
Church, are liable to error as well in faith as in practice.— 
Nor has any greater security from error been pledged to one 
branch than to another. Al! stand upon the same foundation ; 
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all are received and held by the same conditions, within the co- 
venant of mercy. Still we have the blessed, the consoling pro- 
mise of Him who surely cannot err, that against the Church, in 
its catholic capacity, the gates of hell shall not ultimately prevail. 
That is, the time shall never come, when Christ will not have a 
Church subsisting on the earth. God will always, in every age, 
secure to himself a remnant that shall be saved. But this he will 
do without removing from particular branches of this Church, 
more than from its individual members, their liability to fall from 
grace, and consequently to perish under the loss of this divine fa- 
vour. If the Jews reject or transgress the conditions of the di- 
vine covenant, the mercies of that covenant are proposed to the 
Gentiles. But it will not avail the Church of the Gentiles any 
more than that of the Jews, to say we have Abraham to our fa- 
ther ; we are the children of the promise, and are therefore se- 
cure of the ultimate favour of heaven. If the Church of Jeru- 
salem, Alexandria, Antioch, or Rome, corrupt the faith, or neglect 
the practice of our holy religion, the Lord may withdraw his fa- 
vour from it, and suffer it to languish and die, without affecting the 
verity of his promise, that against his Church the gates of hell 
shall not prevail. Many Churches, which once flourished, and 
shone as stars in the Son of Man’s right hand, but which have 
long since perished in their own corruptions, bear Indubitable wit- 
ness to the truth of what we affirm. 

Such being the state of things with regard to the Church of 
Christ on earth, all its branches being liable to error and defection, 
and all, doubtless, actually erring in a greater or less degree, we 
cannot, reasonably, expect to find that complete and perfect unity, 
which all true Christians so ardently desire. 

But shall we hence conclude, that the unity of the Church is a 
matter of small magnitude or importance in Christian theology ? 
Far from our minds be such an inference as this! It is constantly 
treated in Scripture as a subject of vital importance to the exten- 
sion and prosperity of our Lord’s kingdom upon earth. Noris the 
sin of causing schisms or divisions in this mystical body, any the 
less heinous, or any the less odious in the sight of God ; because, 
from the nature and condition of fallen man, these schisms and 
divisions must and will exist. ‘It must needs be,” said our Lord, 
** that offences will come ; but wo to that man by whom the of- 
fence cometh.” To promote the unity of the Church, was the 
design of the Apostle in our text, and its connexion. ‘To promote 
the same great object, should be the design and desire of every 
constituted branch of this Church, as well as of every individual 
member of the same. 

I shall therefore embrace the present occasion to inquire: 
First—Wherein this unity of the Church essentially consists; and, 
Secondly—What are the best general means for its promotion and 
preservation. 
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Upon a question which opens so extensive a field for discussion, 
as that of the unity of the Church, our limits must of course con- 
fine us merely to general remarks. But we can scarcely open the 
New Testament with a view to this inquiry, without discovering 
that the unity which is there inculcated, does not consist essen- 
tially or chiefly in an external submission of all Christians to one 
spiritual head upon earth ; to the same laws of ecclesiastical pol- 
ity ; or to the same rites and ceremonies in worship. Nothing is 
more evident than that there may be a scriptural unity of the 
Church, without this external uniformity ; and on the contrary, 
that there may be this general uniformity, without that unity which 
the Scripture enjoins. It requires but a cursory reading ot the di- 
vine word to enable us to discern, that the unity of the Church, 
which is there inculcated, is an unity of heart ; of sentiment and 
affection ; an unity in the common love of God, and in the recip- 
rocal love of each other, among all the members. 

It should never be forgotten or overlooked, that Christianity 
aims at a spiritual object ; that it was designed to mend the hearts, 
and sanctify the affections of men ; and, consequently, that in re- 
ligion, *“* bodily exercise (alone) profiteth little ;” be it never so 
uniform and regular in its modes. Love is the fulfilling of the 
whole law. Hence, religious exercises and observances are use- 
ful only so far as they tend to promote and cultivate this essential 
and distinguishing characteristick of our holy religion: And hence, 
also, so far as uniformity in the external administration of the 
government and worship of the Church tends to unite its different 
branches and members in the bonds of mutual affection, so far this 
uniformity is important, and no further. 

It therefore evidently follows, that this external uniformity is of 
less importance among Christians of different and distant nations, 
than among those who dwell in the vicinity of each other, and are in 
habits of frequent personal and religious intercourse. For instance, 
it is evidently of less importance that there should be a perfect 
uniformity in the administration of ecclesiastical polity, and in the 
modes of worship, among the Christians of India, and those of 
America, than that such uniformity should be maintained among the 
several congregations which compose the Church in either of 
these lands. And this, for the obvious reason, that in the former 
case, much less than in the latter, this external uniformity would 


-tend to promote that spiritual union in the Church, which the Gos- 


pel requires. Yet much more care has been, and stillis bestowed, 
to effect and maintain a conformity to the same modes of worship, 
and submission to the same ecclesiastical authority, than to pro- 
mote and preserve the unity of the spirit, in the bonds of peace. 

From what has been observed upon this point, it appears evi- 
dent, that the unity of the Church, required by Scripture, is not 
an object which can be secured by coercion or constraint. From 
the very nature o the subject, it must be a voluntary union, since 
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its only legitimate bond is mutual affection and love. No one 1s 
adopted into the family of Christ, or becomes a member of his 
Church, but by his own voluntary consent, or the consent of those 
whom Providence has made the guardians of his welfare during 
his years of childhood. Nor does any one continue to be a mem- 
ber of this Church, but by the continuance of that same voluntary 
consent, with which his union was originally contracted. For any 
one who has the temerity and folly to renounce the benefits pledg- 
ed to him, by virtue of his Christian covenant, has the power in 
his own hands, virtually, todissolve his ecclesiastical connexions, and 
to become, in relation to the Church, to use our Saviour’s expres- 
sion, “as an heathen man and a publican.” The service of God 
is perfect freedom. It must be a voluntary service ; it must be a 
free will offering, or it will not be accepted. ‘The weapons of 
the Christian’s warfare are not carnal, but spiritual. He is, in- 
deed, commanded to overcome the world ; but it is with his meek- 
ness, forbearance, long-suffering, compassion, and love. With 
these weapons of her spiritual warfare, should the Church seek to 
reduce toa conformity with her laws, those who obstinately resist 
the counsel of God against themselves. 

Such is a brief view of the nature and object of that unity of the 
Church to which our text refers, and which is so frequently and 
earnestly recommended in the sacred volume And having thus 
defined the object to be attained, we are prepared to inquire, as 
was proposed : 

Secondly—What are the best general means for the attainment 
of this object ? 

The first and most comprehensive reply to this question is one 
in which all Christians are agreed. It is to believe all that God 
has revealed; and to observe and do all that he has commanded. 
An universal adherence to these rules, would doubtless preserve 
the Church in that perfect unity which is so much to be desired. 

But the moment we proceed to the more definite question ; 
what has God revealed, and what has God commanded, we enter 
the field of controversy with the Church of Rome. , Our only 
rule of faith, we glory in the assertion, is the Bible. “The Bi- 
ble,” says one whose name should be dear to every friend of Chris- 
tian liberty, “the Bible is the religion of Protestants.” But for 
purposes which it requires no great sagacity to discover, Rome 
has exalted what she calls the unwritten traditions of the Church ; 
the decrees of general councils ; and, in some cases, the mandates 
of the Pope, to an equal authority over the consciences and con- 
duct of Christians, as the acknowledged and inspired writings of 
the sacred volume. To controvert this manifest error, to combat 
this monstrous offspring of arrogance and pride, and to shew why 
we reject such authority in religion as spurious, is not my business 
on the present occasion. Before a Protestant congregation, en- 
lightened in the knowledge of the truth, such an attempt would 
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be wholly unnecessary and superfluous. In our temples, blessed 
be the Lord, who hath established our freedom, this idol of Rome, 
has fallen, like the Philistian Dagon, before the ark of the living 
God, with its head and its members irreparably disjoined. And 
I trust, we are all disposed to “ stand fast in that liberty, where- 
with Christ hath made us free.” We wish the members of that 
Church every blessing both in time and in eternity. We would 
cast the mantle of charity over what we honestly believe to be 
their errors, but at the same time we would humbly trust, that we 
are not guilty, in the eye of heaven, of violating the unity of the 
Church, or of causing a schism in this mystical body of our Lord, 
by refusing to receive “ for'doctrine the commandments of men.’ 
If there be guilt involved in our separation from that Church, it 
must lie at the doors of those who refuse us their fellowship and 
communion, except upon terms which are manifestly sinful, being 
at variance with the express commandments of the Bible ; ; that 
grand charter of Christian liberty ; that infallible guide to Chris- 
tian duty and obligation. Only let us faithfully abide by the rules 
of faith and conduct prescribed in that sacred volume ; and though 
some among Christians may refuse us their communion, and others 

may voluntarily withdraw themselves from curs, still we can never 
be justly liable to the charge of having violated the unity of the 
Church. Allthat we can do to promete this object, in relation 
to those to whose terms of communion we cannot in conscience 
accede, is to convince them, if possible, by our conduct, that our 
doctrines teach us to love and treat them as brethren ; though 
our consciences will not permit us to subscribe to their conditions 
of fellowship, and rules of faith. 

But leaving the schism which exists between us and the Church 
of Rome, as incapable of being healed, while that Church shall 
continue to reject the commandments of God, that they may fol- 
low their own traditions ; and turning our attention to those who 
agree in the general fact, that the Bible is the only infallible rule 
of the Christian’s faith: we still find ourselves in the midst of 
schisms and divisions, by which the law of charity is constantly 
violated. These divisions arise, not from the question, as to what 
is the word of God, but as to what i¢ the meaning of that which is 
mutually acknowledged to be his word. ‘These differences must 
doubtless continue to exist in a greater or less degree, so long as 
mankind shall continue to ‘*see through a glass darkly. ¢ 

But there are certain rules of faith, reasonable in themselves, 
and generally admitted to be so, by all classes of Christians, which, 
if properly observed, would tend, in a great degree, to mitigate 
the asperity even of those sects that could not altogether be re- 
conciled. ‘These rules may be comprehended under two heads : 
The one, relating to a thorough and consistent knowledge of what 
the Bible actually contains ; and the other, to a due and respect- 
ful deference to the constituted authorities of the Church ; espe- 
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cially io relation to things which, in themselves, are indifferent, 
and upon which Scripture is not full and explicit in its declarations, 

Our first rule relates to a thorough and consistent knowledge 
of what is actually contained in the Bible. Simple as this rule 
may appear, it is but too commonly neglected. If the Church 
of* Rome, on the one hand, has erroneously magnified and multi- 
plied the difficulties of rightly understanding the Bible ; if she has 
falsely taught that it was a book suited for the perusal only of the 
teachers of religion ; Protestants have as certainly erred upon 
the other hand, by attempting to diminish and conceal such diffi- 
culties and obstructions as do actually exist in the way of acquir- 
ing a true, thorough, and consistent biblical knowledge. We fully 
and freely admit, that the Bible contains all that is required of 
Christians, as well in relation to their faith, as to their practice. 
But because. the Bible contains these things, the inference by no 
means follows, of neccssity, that the knowledge of them must 
spontaneously flow into the hearts and understandings of those, 
who, without any assistance or explanation, peruse the words of 
the sacred page. We admit, that the Bible is the rich, the golden 
mine, from which all the genuine treasures of divine knowledge 
must be drawn ; but from such admission it does not certainly fol- 
low, that this mine must pour forth its treasures without the toil 
and labour of men. The curse of God upon our fallen race, ex- 
tends to the gathering of spiritual as well as bodily nutriment ;— 
and of the one it may be said as truly as of the other: “in the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.”” The belief has become 
too prevalent, and too popular, that every person who is barely 
capable of reading the words of the Bible, as translated into his 
vernacular tongue, is thereby qualified not only to form his own 
system of faith, but also to sit in judgment upon the truth of doc- 
trines, and the wisdom of practices, which have been attested and 
approved by the great body of Christians in every age. Much 
more, however, is necessary, for the acquisition ef a correct and 
consistent knowedge of the Bible, than the m: ‘e perusal of the 
words by which its doctrines are designed to be conveyed. 

It requires a knowledge of those languages in which the Scrip- 
tures were originally written ; of the manners and customs of the 
people amongst whom these sacred books were produced; an ac- 
quaintance with the character and condition of Christians in the 
first and purest ages of the Church ; as well as the sense in which 
they received the various doctrines of the Gospel. In fact, the 
whole constellation of human sciences may be made to cast their 
light upon the pages of the sacred volume. In this sense, with- 
out idolatry or sacrilege, we may bring even the spoils of the 
heathen to be employed in the temple of the living God. The 
Israelites, it is said, in their history, (1. Sam. 13, 20,) went down 
to the Philistines, to sharpen the ploughshares with which they 
cultivated the holy Jand. Noris it any disparagement to the truth 
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or importance of revelation, that we must avail ourselves of 
foreign assistance, in order fully to understand and improve that 
which is revealed. The design of God in giving us a revelation, 
was not to indulge the natural indolence of man in spiritual re- 
searches, but only to supply those things, which the researches 
of man, without revelation, could never have obtained. 

I am aware of an objection which will here be urged, that 
if we make the Bible a book which requires so much labour 
and study rightly to understand, we virtually renew the policy of 
Rome, in wresting it from the hands of the people ; since to the 
great majority of Christians it is making it a sealed book ; they 
having neither the time nor the abiliyy to make such laborious 
investigations. ‘This objection is plausible, and at the present day 
itis exceedingly popular. Indeed, it would be wholly unanswera- 
ble, had not the wisdom of God provided against it by establishing a 
Church, with a perpetual succession of authorised teachers or min- 
isters, whose duty it is to treasure up this necessary biblical know]- 
edge ; to be dispensed, like the goods of the first Christians, to all 
the members of the Church, according as every one might need. 
And here I would urge the importance of the other general rule 
which was mentioned, for preserving unity in the Church . 

A due and respectful deference to the constituted authorities of 
the Church, especially in relation to things, which are, in them- 
selves, indifferent, or upoa which Scripture is not full and explicit 
in its declarations. 

By this wise provision of the Lord, in establishing a Church and 
appointing within it a perpetual ministry, whose duty it is to gath- 
er and dispense the knowledge of our holy religion ; every be- 
liever, however moderate may be his intellectual powers and ac- 
quirements, may have a free and easy access to an accredited fund 
of biblical knowledge, which to him must otherwise have remained 
a sealed and hidden treasure. In relation to this wise providence 
for the diffusion of religious knowledge, we may say in truth, as it 
was said of the manna in the wilderness: ‘* they that gather much 
have nothing over, and they that gather little have no lack.” 
Through this divinely constituted channel for the preservation 
and transmission of biblical knowledge, the streams of salvation 
have doubtless been conveyed to millions in every age, who could 
not have drank in the waters of life, directly from the fountain : 
if for no other reason, at least from their ignorance of letters.— 
And even those who can and do read ihe Bible for themselves, 
would do well to observe, how frequently and distinctly the living 
authorities of the Church are recognized, and an holy respect for 
them enjoined in the sacred volume. The Bible and the Church, 
in order that each may fulfil the offices for which it was designed, 
should go hand in hand together. And to rely for salvation upon 
the one, tothe exclusion of the other, is to put asunder those 
things which God hath joinei together. Destroy the Church, or 
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annihilate her authorised ministry, and the Bible no longer remains 
the unerring record of truth. Destroy the Bible, and the Church 
is deprived of her charter and authority to act and minister in the 
name of the Lord. 

If, therefore, Christians of a former age have erred in exalting 
the anthority of the Church to the exclusion of that of the Bible, 
it is but too evident, that the popular error of the present day, is 
that of exalting the naked and unattested words of Scripture, to 
the exclusion of tuat authority, which by divine delegation belongs 
to the living ministry of the Church. To the Church, and espe- 
cially to her authorised ministers, it belongs, to bear witness to the 
truth and divinity of Scripture, as well as to explain and illustrate 
its meaning, according to the principles of that knowledge of Chris- 
tianity, which has been preserved through every successive gen- 
eration to the- present time. If there had been no Church, no 
succession of living witnesses to the fact, I would ask, where would 
have been the evidence which we now possess, that the Bible is 
in truth the word of God? Its internal evidence would indeed 
have remained ; the importance of which I would by no means 
diminish or deny. But its internal evidence alone is not sufficient 
to establish its divine authority, or to warrant the freedom of its 
sacred pages from corruption. And moreover, if our inquiries 
had not been assisted by the testimony and practice of the Church 
in its earliest ages, we should have been unable to decide with con- 
fidence and truth as to what was the precise meaning and inten- 
tion of many passages of Scripture, which, illustrated as they now 
are, by the testimony of the primitive fathers, and the practice 
of the primitive Church, are intelligible andclear. Among these, 
I might instance the sabbath of the first, instead of the seventh 
day of the week ; the perpetual succession, the mode of trans- 
mission, and the different orders of the Christian ministry ; the 
question, whether or not infants should be baptized, and a variety 
of similar points unnecessary to be mentioned. We refer these 
indeed to the authority of Scripture ; but we say, that the Scrip- 
tures upon which they depend, are illustrated and explained by 
apostolical and primitive practice. 

That the Church does of right possess such authority in the in- 
terpretation or explanation of Scripture, is a point which is prac- 
tically assumed by every organized society of Christians. Wit- 
ness their creeds, their articles of religion, or confessions of faith, 
which they declare to be their standards or conditions of tellow- 
ship and communion. Even those who assume to themselves ex- 
clusively the title of rational Christians, and profess to abjure all 
human creeds, still require our assent to that cold and negative 
article, thet the Saviour of sinners is not God, before they can 
cheerfully and cordially extend to us their right hand of fellow- 
ship. 
The Church has evidenily some authority delegated to it by its 
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divine head. And so long.as in the exercise of this authority it 
does not infringe or violate that grand charter of Christian liberty, 
the Bible, so long obedience is an evident Christian duty ; and 
whosoever resists, or refuses obedience to this lawful authority of 
the Church, resists not man, but God, by whom this authority is 
delegated. We say, then, that to maintain a due and respectful 
deference to the constituted authorities of the Church, in the lawful 
exercise of their functions, is one of the most efficient means of 
preserving that unity, which constitutes the strength and beauty 
of Zion. 

And the preservation of this unity, permit me to add, my breth- 
ren, is a subject of vast practical importance in the Church, how 
lightly soever it may now be esteemed by the multitudes, who, 
without any cause other than their own fancy or pride, rend this 
mystical body of our Lord into almost innumerable and nameless 
sects, until its very existence, as a divinely instituted society, is 
questioned, if not wholly denied. How much are the efforts of 
Christians for the extension of the faith, palsied and obstructed 
by the numberless schisms with which the body of the Church is 
distracted ! What an almost invincible phalanx would the soldiers 
of the cross present to the progress of infidelity and its numerous 
train of vices, were the Church as it should be, of one heart and 
of one mind ! 

Let us seek, then, to promote this desirable object. While we 
labour to extend the borders of Zion, let us endeavour also to 
rebuild her waste places ; to cement and strengthen her broken 
walls. Be it our object not to divide, but to unite and edify the 
Lord’s body. Let us study with diligence and prayer his holy 
word. Let us avail ourselves of every light and every assistance, 
rightly to understand and apply its doctrines. Let us seek, by the 
strength of divine grace, to subdue our wills to a perfect conform- 
ity with the wil of our divine Master. Let us be ready to follow 
the lamp of truth whithersoever it may lead, and how much so- 
ever it may diverge from the path of our prejudices and inclina- 
tions. Let the love of God and his glory be the actuating prin- 
ciples of our conduct, and we shall never go far or fatally astray 
from the path of his commandments. 


My brethren of this Convention ! 

Our subject applies itself with peculiar energy and interest to 
us, on the present occasion, Our Church, though strongly mark- 
ed with the features of apostolical antiquity, has but recently ex- 
tended her maternal arms to this portion of her Lord’s heritage. 
She is but just beginning to be known in our new and almost des- 
titute Diocese. It becomes us, therefore, as the constituted guar- 
dians of her infant charge, to lay the foundation for that uniformity 
of practice, and unity of spirit, which constitute the strength and 
beauty of Zion. It is much more easy to prevent schisms, than 
to heal them. Let us, then, unite our prayers, that the spirit of 
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God, which is the spirit of unity, may preside in our councils, and 
endue us with wisdom from on high, that all things may be done 
scnpesing to the divine will. Then, when we shall be gathered 
to our fathers in the dust, the future guardians of our spiritual 
charge wil look back with pleasure upon the work of our hands; 
and even children’s children shall rise up and call us blessed, for 
having nourished and cultivated for their inheritance, the tree of 
life. 





AN ADDRESS 


To the Tenth Convention of the Eastern Diocese, delivered in St. Paul's 
C€harch, in Boston, September 28th, AD. 1825. 


Brethren beloved, and Christian friends, 

Turovenx the Lord’s patient goodness, we are advanced another 
year in the important work committed to our bands. The view 
of our labours, aud the present state of this Diocese, which it is 
now my duty to lay before you, may be comprised in few words ; 
for my principal journey in the visitation of our Churches has for 
several reasons been postponed till after the meeting of this Con- 
vention. A considerable number of them, however, have been 
already visited, and a very few, seventy-two only, have been 
confirmed. Several of our candidates have been dismissed to 
other parts of our country. Those admitted during the year past 
are Robert B. Drane, Henry H. Oliver, Joseph H. Coit, Alexan- 
der H. Codwise, More Bingham, John Bristed, Jared Rice, Fred- 
eric C. R. Greene, Gustavus A. Dewitt, and Henry Goodwin. 

Three only, George Richardson, Thomas S. W. Mott, and Dan- 
iel L. B. Goodwin, have been admitted to the Order of Deacons ; 
and the Rev. Joseph Muencher, Benjamin C. Cutler, and The- 
odore Edson, Deacons, have been ordained Priests. The Rev. 
Lot Jones, the Rey. Elijah Brainerd, the Rev. Jasper Adams, and 
the Rev. John J. Robertson have taken letters dismissory from this 
Diocese. 

It has pleased the Father of mercies to continue his blessing to 
this portion of his people ; prosperity has generally attended our 
labours ; while some few occurrences of an unpleasant nature re- 
mind us of our sins and our dependence. In this State, {of Mas- 
sachusetts,) several of our Churches have increased in their 
members, and some addition has been made to their number. In 
East Chelmsford is a large and beautiful village, which has sprung 
up with astonishing rapidity, and in it the Merrimac Manufactur- 
ing Company, with a liberality which does honour to themselves 
and to their country, have erected an elegant and very eommo- 
dious church, and made bountiful provision for religious instruc- 
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tion, and all the Gospel ministrations. Should the like liberal pol- 
icy, and religious care become general in our manufacturing es- 
tablishments, their tendency will not be (what is so complained of 
in other countries,) to ignorance, degeneracy and vice ; but ours 
will be nurseries of neatness and industry, and schovis of religious 
improvement. In such establishments, a pious, faithful, stated 
minister of Christ would be highly useful, as a restraint upon vice, 
a superintendent of morals, and a teacher not only of ieligious 
truth, but of many other profitable things. Much useful instruc- 
tion, of various kinds, he might give the people during the six 
days of labour ; and this the more, because his ordinary paro- 
chial duties would be comparatively less. But chiefly on the 
Lord’s Day would such a faithful labourer be of incalculable ben- 
efit; not only in his preaching, exhortation, and publick prayers, 
but still more in promoting, superintending, and regulating Sunday 
Schools. These schools may be made highly beneficial in every 
parish ; but in manufacturing villages, where there are many 
children and youth, and a large part of them necessarily occupied 
through all the labouring hours of the week, Sunday Schools are 
of peculiar and very great advantage. And this, too, is a subject 
which has particular claims on us of the Episcopal Church. 
There is no other denomination of Christians whose religious sys- 
tem embraces, in equal degree, the instruction of children and 
youth, and attaches equal importance to bringing them up in the 
Christian faith. If we are true to our own principles and prac- 
tice, according to what we profess, we may, among these estab- 
lishments especially, be more beneficial to the social community 
than any other Christians. Even our divine service, or publick 
worship, is itself a profitable school for the young, teaching the 
worship of God, and the knowledge of the Scriptures, and also 
reading and good behaviour, 

On the 16th day of March, the new edifice in Chelmsford, 
called St. Ann’s Church, was solemnly dedicated to the honour 
and worship of Almighty God. The Sorgeen was highly interesting 
and delightful ; and was rendered much more so by the patient 
and respectful attendance of a numerous and very respectable 
congregation, collected from various parts ; and a large choir of 
singers, whose excellent performance of several psalms and pieces 
of musick, added not only to the pleasure, but, it is believed, to the 
edification of the exercises. ‘To one gentleman, especially, and 
his pious lady, we are, under God, much indebted, for the estab- 
lishment of aChurch in that place. May the Lord remember 
them for good. The Rev. Mr. Edson is the minister of that 
Church. 

By the pious liberality, and generous aid of another gentleman, 
who is second to none in contributing to the support of publick 
worship, the Rev. Mr. Goodwin is now officiating in Sutton, with a 
good prospect of usefulness. The people of the small parish in 
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Ashfield are engaged in building a church : considering their scanty 
means, it is a noble proof of their piety and zeal, and during this 
arduous effort especially, they merit all the missionary aid which 
the low state of our funds, and the urgent claims of others, will 
admit of our giving them. 

With much pleasure I also add, that in consequence of the 
subscription generously set on foot, and liberally filled, for repair- 
ing the church in Cambridge, we may hope soon to see that edi- 
fice in a condition suitable for recommencing the Gospel minis- 
trations within its sacred walls. AndI scarce need remind you, that 
the speedy establishment of a pious and able minister in that par- 
ish is an object of much importance, not only to our Charch in 
this Diocese, and throughout the United States, but to the pros- 
perity of that University, which is the pride of our country, and 
to the general publick good. The permanent settlement of a faith- 
ful pastor in that station, will, we cannot doubt, be a powerful in- 
ducement to Episcopalians, to send their sons thither for educa- 
tion. We may therefore with some confidence hope, that a liberal 
publick will aid us in supplying the means of such an establishment. 
The Rev. Mr. Mott is officiating in Marblehead, and the hope still 
remains, that the parish there may yet be restored to a reputable 
standing among our Churches. 

But to this general prosperity in the field of our labours, there 
is one very deplorable exception. St. Paul’s Church in this city, 
which, through the zealous labours of its highly respected pastor, 
and the very liberal contributions and generous efforts of the 
proprietors, had, for several years, been rapidly increasing, has, 
in the last few months, been much agitated ; and continues in a 
very unsettled state. A controversy arose between the minister 
and the vestry of that Church, partly from unfavourable circum- 
stances which were not foreseen, and could not, perhaps, be avoid- 
ed. Some months since, the wardens, vestry and proprietors 
made application, accerding to the provisions of the 32d canon of 
the general Convention, requesting that there might be a disso- 
lution of the sacerdotal connexion between them and their Rector. 
Accordingly, the Presbyters of the state were notified, and de- 
sired to meet in council. ‘To this summons, they gave very 
prompt regard, and much to their praise, patiently attended 
through the long investigation. In the morning of the last day of 
the council’s sitting, after they had made known to the parties 
their advice, that there should be a separation, and before the 
question, on what terms was decided, I was summoned home by a 
very mournful event in my family: and the council obligingly con- 
sented to continue the business. 

After hearing from the Rector, by his counsel, his claims to a 
large compensation ; and from the vestry the reasons why they 
ought, in equity, to give, if any thing, but little, the sum to be 
given was fixed at 5000 dollars. This decision they directed their 
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secretary to make known to me, leaving it with me, if I approy- 
ed, to make known the result to the parties. To avoid all ground 
of misunderstanding, it seemed necessary that I should designate 
the time when the money must be paid. Considering, from well 
known circumstances, that to require the immediate payment of 
so large a sum would be likely to ruin the parish ; and also that 
the sum specified was the salary of two years, I directed the time 
of payment to be when, according to the most general usage, such 
a salary would become due ; one half at the end of one year, and 
the remainder at the expiration of two years. With this part of 
the decision especially, Dr. Jarvis has expressed himself much dis- 
satisfied, and has given it as his principal reason for not conceding 
to what | deem the advice of the council. Il have endeavoured 
to do what I believed to be most agreeable to the principles of 
the Christian faith ; most honourable to the clerical profession, and 
most likely to promote the good of the Church. If I have erred, 
your counsel and aid will be the more necessary in our subsequent 
proceedings. Owing to a mistake of mine, not necessary now to 
be explained, the communication of the result was too long delay- 
ed ; and itso happened, that when it was made, it was necessarily 
done in so short a time, that I could not examine the words of the 
canon : which it is hoped will be accepted as an apology for any 
incorrectness in the language of my communication to the parties. 
The meaning was correct; it was intended to impart, not the 
command, but the advice of the council. 

In Rhode Island, the four largest Churches continue to be blest 
with the smiles of heaven. ‘The services of the Rev. Mr. Alden, 
in East Greenwich, are discontinued ; and the Rev. Mr. Burge has 
informed me of his intention to leave St. Paul’s, in North Kings- 
ton. There is still a field for missionary labours in that state, 
which, it is hoped, will not long continue altogether neglected. 

While speaking of Rhode Island, there is a propriety in my 
observing, generally, that few things can be more injurious to the 
general interests of religion, or more hurtful to our Church in this 
Diocese particularly, than exciting sectional prejudices, and un- 
dermining that confidence which we ought to have in all our 
Christian brethren. Hitherto, considering that we are thinly 
scattered over many states, the union which a merciful God has 
given us, has been very remarkable, and demands our daily grati- 
tude and praise. Let us not inconsiderately dash such a cup of 
blessing from our hands. Let us be sure that others have sinned 
against God, and that he has called us to be their accusers, before 
we presume to cast the stone. Nothing is easier, if we will indulge 
a strong propensity of corrupt nature, from a difference of opinion 
in the most trivial things, to blow up the devouring flame of a 
sectarian spirit. Already are heard amongst Episcopalians the 
discordant sounds of party distinctions, which every friend of our 
Church should exercise his utmost prudence to oppose. Jealousy 
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and crimination are the fuel which most fatally feeds the flame of 
discord, and are the opposite of that charity which “ thinketh no 
evil.” So blessed are the fruits of “*a meek and quiet spirit,” 
we scarce need be told by the pen of inspiration, that it * is in 
the sight of God of great price.” When we consider further, 
how powerfully the citadel of the Christian faith is assailed, need- 
less feuds among its defenders would seem as that infatuation which 
is the harbinger of ruin. 

In New Hampshire, the state of our Churches has not materi- 
ally changed. ‘The parish in Hopkinton is still destitute of a min- 
ister. The Rev. Mr. Richardson resides in Claremont, and offi- 
ciates in that vicinity. | 

In Vermont, the Church has still powerful obstacles to contend 
with ; but the prospect continues to brighten, and true religion, 
we trust, to increase. Our clergy are becoming more attentive 
to the wants of that part of the Lord’s vineyard. But nine years 
ago, there was not a church (edifice) in that state properly ours. 
Since, there have been seven already consecrated ; and two more, 
(in Sheldon and St. Alban’s,) it is expected, the Lord permitting, 
will, within a few days, be added to their number. The Rey. 
Mr. Covell has officiated at St. Alban’s during the most of the year 
last past. The Rev. Mr. Olney intends soon to leave the Church 
in Gardiner, in the state of Maine. With pleasure I add, that in 
several parts of the Diocese are missionary societies, which merit 
much praise. 

It will be suitable here to mention, that the Rev. Mr. Carter, 
from the Diocese of New York, has been regularly appointed by 
the Standing Committee of the General ‘Theological Seminary, 
“the Agent for procuring subscriptions in the Eastern Diocese,” 
and isnow amongst us. Some sanction and recommendation from 
this Convention would add to his confidence in soliciting subscrip- 
tions, and facilitate his success. That seminary, we have good 
reason to hope, will be of general utility. And as it is not the in- 
tention of the General Convention, (so far as I have known its in- 
tention,) to debar any state or Diocese of its privilege or right to 
establish any school or seminary within its own limits, and under 
its own controul, I can see no reasonable objection to patronizing 
that in New York. 

As our clergy and laity are supposed to be either present or re- 
presented in this Convention of the Diocese, it seems the most 
suitable, for us it is certainly the most convenient occasion, for the 
performance of the duties required of me in the 23d canon : for offer- 
ing annually such advice to my respected brethren of the ministry, 
as may seem to me worthy of their attention ; and of addressing 
the people of the Diocese on some points of Christian doctrine, 
worship, or manners. These meetings of our Churches in coun- 
cil, are favourable opportunities for devising aud recommending 
means and measures for increasing the number, and improving the 
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state of our Churches. It is to be supposed, that we all desire 
and think it our duty to do whatever we can do to advance the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom ; to promote true religion. We of the clergy 
especially, must feel a deep concern in knowing how this great 
work may best be promoted ; how we “ may finish our course 
with joy, and the ministry which we have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.” I am well 
aware that you may justly “* say to me thisproverb: physician heal 
thyself ;” that I have need to receive, ratherthan to give, counsel 
and exhortation. But the office which I fill, and which I well 
know might be better filled, constrains me to notice some things, 
which are too much neglected among us, or might be better per- 
formed. Some, perhaps, will deem them trivial things ; but their 
effect is vast and serious. It is chiefly from inattention to what 
are thought small things, that Episcopalians are so generally sup- 
posed to be more deficient in pious zeal and religious feeling than 
other Christians. In things of greater notoriety, we have naturally 
more regard to decency and reputation. True piety, like good 
manners, is better seen in smaller matters. I should not be faith- 
fulto you, nor to our divine Master, nor to his Church, did I not 
sound the trumpet, and give warning, when danger appears. If 
we, who are watchmen in Zion, are united in our labours, and are 
faithful in all, even the minutest duties, how can we doubt, that 
with such advantages, as through the Lord’s blessing, we possess, 
his work will prosper in our hands. 

It is a circumstance much encouraging to greater exertions, and 
more zealous efforts, that a considerable number of young men 
have recently entered, or are about to enter, into Holy Orders, 
whom we may well believe, the Lord has called to this ministry ; 
who appear to be sincerely devoted to his service. And not in 
this Diocese only, bx: throughout the United States, there is pleas- 
ing evidence that our clergy, as a body, are increasing in piety 
and holy zeal. 

Permit me then, first, to recommend to every minister of Christ, 
who has a parochial charge, to ascertain accurately who are pro- 
perly under his pastoral care ; and, as a faithful shepherd, to 
watch over every soul, seeing that each one has his portion of 
meat in due season. ‘Though we are ever soconstant, and ortho- 
dox, and faithful in our publick teaching, our work is but half done, 
and the better half remains. We must watch over them individ- 
ually, and teach them from house to house. The wise physician 
does not think it sufficient to give general rules for restoring and 
preserving health ; he visits the sick individually ; he learns the 
particular case of every patient, and prescribes such remedies as 
each requires. We must be pastors as well as rectors. ‘The min- 
ister of Christ must, far as in him lies, make himself acquainted 
with the religious state of every individual that belongs to his par- 
ish, and-do all that he can do “ to bring all such as are, or shall be 
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committed to his charge, unto that agreement in the faith and 
knowledge of God, and to that ripeness and perfectness of age in 
Christ,” that none shall remain in viciousness and error. This 
reason requires ; the Scriptures clearly teach it; and it is solemn- 
ly enjoined upon each of us at the time of our ordination. And 
were we all, my brethren, more faithful in this one point, our 
Church would shine with renovated life. They who are Chris- 
tians in name, would be better Christians in heart and life: and 
numbers, eager to be under the care of such faithful shepherds, 
would come into the Church. 

In order to cultivate and increase social and religious intercourse 
among our clergy, I would further recommend, as offen and as 
much as other duties will admit, that they meet and associate to- 
gether as friends and brethren of the Lord’s household; that they 
carefully avoid all jealousies and unfriendly party feelings; if mis- 
understandings happen, and they sometimes will happen, that with 
frankness and candour they be immediately obviated and removed ; 
that we may all be cemented together, in perfect Christian love. 
Shal! not we, who are joint ambassadors of the world’s Redeemer, 
and commissioned of the Almighty to save the souls of men, 
** dwell together in unity ?”’ By religious intercourse, I mean that 
we should associate together, not merely to enjoy the pleasures of 
friendship and hospitality, but chiefly to promote the knowledge 
of Christ, and practice of religion ; that we often unite in lec- 
tures, and in prayer for ourselves and others; and for God’s bles- 
sing upon our ministry. We should bear with meekness, and give 
with love, as occasion may require, exhortation and reproof ; 
encouraging and strengthening each other in every duty. We 
should consult together respecting the spiritual wants of our 
flocks ; and devise the best means, and use all proper efforts, to 
promote true godliness, This was much practiced in the primi- 
tive and best times of the Church: and [ submit it to your serious 
reflection, whether, if it were more practiced by us, it would not 
be likely to result in the increase of brotherly affection, and of 
pure and undefiled religion. 

But the utmost efforts of the clergy to awaken a more lively 
sense, and holy practice of religion, will avail but little, without 
the co-operation of their brethren of thelaity. The treasure of 
our ministry, though bighly valuable, is given in earthen vessels ; 
we are but weak instruments, though in the hands of God. — Ex- 
cept the hand of Moses be supported, his weary arm will sink, 
and the enemy prevail. The difficulties and the labours of this 
ministry are greater and more arduous than is generally believed 
or thought of. St. Paul will best tell you what they have to per- 
form, and what to endure, who are faithful in this work; and also 
what honour and support should be rendered to those especially 
who rule well, and labour faithfully in word and doctrine. 

We are best honoured, and most encouraged, when the people 
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give due regard to all our ministrations ; when they hear the word 
of truth from our lips, and let it shine in their lives. As Christians 
are all members of one body, it is essential to health and vigour, 
that every member should do its office. They who are appointed 
wardens and vestrymen in our parishes, have it in their power to 
do much for the promotion of religion. ‘The delegates to our 
Conventions have an important trust committed to their care, which 
they should faithfully execute. 

If Episcopalians (who, compared with other denominations, are 
certainly not poor,) were more generally liberal in giving to pub- 
lick religious uses, it would be much to the honour of our Church, 
and promote its prosperity. There are individuals, and indeed 
some parishes of our communion, who in this are worthy of the 
highest praise. But generally it is thought, and I fear with too 
much reason, that in such contributions we are much behind others ; 
and if such be the fact, we must expect also to fall behind in the 
increase of our Churches. If, especially, they who are rich 
would, whilst they live, or at least in their wills, devote to the 
honour of God some part of the wealth which he lends then, it 
would tend to no evil, and be productive of very much good.— 
Their children, if they have children, would probably be more 
blessed and prosperous ; they would, by such benefactions, judi- 
ciously bestowed, be doing good in this world through years and 
centuries after their decease, and probably increase their own hap- 
piness through eternal ages. Funds too thus given for publick good, 
and religious use, add to the wealth of the country, especially 
when not given in lands; they are generally so much wealth sav- 
ed from prodigality, or unnecessary expense, and laid up for the 
benefit of society in a permanent fund; they are a savings bank 
on the largest scale. 

If we desire the blessing of God ; if we would see our Churches 
increase in numbers and piety, it is of immense importance that 
the forms of religion be suitably regarded in our families. Our 
ehildren should not only be early dedicated to the Lord in bap- 
tism: but brought up in his nurture and admonition. Family 
prayer, which we fear is much neglected, should be generally per- 
formed. They who have been baptized, should never forget that 
the oath of God is upon them ; and what mercies were sealed to 
their benefit ** by the washing of regeneration.”” And they should 
desire above all things, ‘* the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” By 
a serious consideration of the nature of Baptism, through God’s 
blessing they may be prepared for confirmation, wiichshould never 
be inconsiderately received, nor too long delayed. Much injury 
has been done to religion, and much discredit brought upon our 
Church, by admitting, and even urging to confirmation, those who 
have no true repentance or faith, nor any serious regard for re- 
ligion. The ordinance itself which, when rightly used, is of in- 
estimable benefit, has, in consequence of this laxity, ‘* become a 
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hissing and a bye word.” No one need be told that confirmation 
is a voluntary ratification of the babtismal covenant, and is con- 
sidered by the Church as preparatory to the Lord’s Supper. Of 
course, what is necessary to qualify adults for Baptism and the 
Eucharist, is also necessary for receiving confirmation. 

It is also highly important to the honour and prosperity of our 
Church, that they who come to our communion, should, in all 
other respects, live as Christians. To us who minister in these 
sacred things, it is painful to see any, who believe that Christ only 
is their Saviour, neglect to do in remembrance of him, what he 
commanded ; and we are induced sometimes to be very urgent, 
that you will not deny yourselves the inestimable benefits of that 
ordinance ; but it gives usgreater pain to see those who feast on 
his body and blood, by their vain or wicked lives, * crucify him 
afresh.” 

It is also hecessary to the increase of true religion, to make it 
an object of serious concern, kept ever in view. This will ap- 
pear in our making it often the subject of private conversation ; 
in which I fear we are very generally and culpably deficient. 
Religious conversation is a thing quite different from conversing 
about religion. We may talk of all the externals of Christianity, 
and the visible performance of its duties, without manifesting in 
eurselyes, or imparting to others, any thing of its spirituality. 
If, like the psalmist, we speak because we believe ; if we delight to 
tell what the Lord has done for our soul ; if our conversation be of 
the mercies of God; of the character and the love of Christ ; 
of the work of his redemption, and the doctrines of his cross, it is 
truly religious. No one can justly call this affectation ; for if we 
indeed believe these things, so very interesting, so infinitely im- 
portant, how can we refrain from speaking of them ? Do not “ all 
sorts and conditions of men” speak very much of those things 
which are near their hearts, and much in their minds? 1 would 
not that you should * cast your pearls before swine ;” or that you 
should introduce religious discourse at unseasonable times. But 
if we are indeed the disciples of that Saviour, whom we preach 
in the Gospel, and who has done such things to save us, we must 
be strangely inconsistent if it be not our chief object, our greatest 
desire, to honour him ; to enlarge his kingdom and magnify his 
mercies. , 

Iam no advocate for enthusiasm gin our Church, indeed, we 
are not likely to be much troubled with it. But let us not ** put 
light for darkness, or good for evil ;” let us not call religion en- 
thusiasm. A greater compliment cannot well be made to any 
sect, than Episcopalians often make to one, in branding every 
thing serious, ardent, and spiritual in religion with the name of 
Methodism ; it has had, as we might expect, not a little effect, in 
recommending and promoting real Methodism. 

Another thing which, in my judgment, will tend very much to 











1325.) Bishop Griswold’s Address. 355 


the increase of oar communion, and the last which I shall mention, 
is the cultivation of love and harmony among all Christian people. 
In the present state of religion, few things, if any, are, in prac- 
tice, more difficult, than the wise and just regulation of our con- 
duct towards the various sects of Christians. We must follow af- 
ter charity ; and yet we must maintain truth. ‘There is scarce 
one thing that can be named, peculiar to the Gospel of Christ, 
which is not by some, c calling themselves Christians, rejec ted or 
denied. ‘To say that these differences are unessential, is virtually 
saying that nothing is essential ; that we may believe or disbelieve 
any thing without danger to our souls, We must contend ear- 
nestly for that faith, w vhich, according to our best judgment, was 
delivered to the saints by inspiration of God. At all proper 
times, and in every suitable way, we must shew that we are not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ ; that we glory in the saving 
doctrines of his cross ; and not the less, because to the Jews they 
are a stumbling block, and to the wise men of this world foolish- 
ness. But let us not, in maintaining the doctrines, depart from 
the spirit of Christianity. ‘The pride of orthodoxy is, perhaps, 
the worst sort of spiritual pride. Let us not * judge another 
man’s servant,” nor think too highly of ourselves, but hold the 
truth in meekness, humility, and fear. It is infinitely more profit- 
able to notice our own faults than the faults of others. By en- 
deavouring constantly and chiefly to correct what is wrong in our- 
selves, we shall promote holiness, charity, and peace. A haughty, 
censorious spirit leads to confusion, and every evil work. Let 
our love be without dissimulation. ‘True liberality is to be seen, 
not in our A ap, but in our conduct. Words may be “ softer 
than oil ;” and yet in their object and tendency be “ drawn 
swords. ” Men may speak plausibly,and declaim earnestly against 
illiberality and uncharitableness, with the artful design of stigma- 
tizing others, and exalting themselves : let such conduct with de- 
testation be avoided. ‘**I would have you wise unto that which 
is good, and simple concerning evil.” The best we can do to- 
wards reforming the world, is to reform ourselves ; to endeavour 
more and more to be and do whatever God requires of those who 
would be saved in Christ forever. If we have the spirit of 
Christ ; if we indeed possess and feel that love for all men, which 
he so positively requires of his disciples, we shall naturally man 

ifest it by doing good, as we have opportunity, to all men, and 

especially to them who are of the household of faith. 

Finally, brethren, if God shall let us alone this year also ; 
through the Lord’s indulgent goodness, our lives and labours shall 
be prolonged through another annual revolution of fleeting time, 
let us pray, and let us endeavour, that we may be more faithful 
than in years past ; and that we may again meet together under 
brighter circumstances of peace and prosperity. 
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BISHOP HOBART’S ADDRESS. 


It affords us much pleasure to inform our readers of the safe arrival, at New 
York, in the packet ship Canada, of the Right Reverend Bishop Hobart, with 
improved health, and, it is hoped, with a renovated constitution. The recep- 
tion of the Bishop was such as to gratify his feelings, and to testify the heart- 
felt satisfaction of his people at his return. It was no sooner announced that 
the Canada was coming up, than crowds of his friends thronged at the dock 
to bid him welcome. A barouche was in waiting, and he was conducted by a 
large concourse of people, to the house which had been prepared for him dur- 
ing his absence. The Bishop took the earliest possible opportunity to meet 
his brethren of the Church in convention. The number of clergy who were 
present, as members or visitors, was about 80 or 90, and the lay delegates about 
the same number ; being, probably, the largest assembly of the kind that has 
ever been held in this country. This meeting, after so long and anxious a 
separation between the Bishop, his clergy, and the lay representatives of his 
Diocese, was an event deeply interesting and affecting. In the full glow of 
affectionate feeling, which it could not but inspire, he delivered an address to 
the convention, which was heard, with a fixedness of attention, a depth of inter- 
est, and a liveliness of sensibility, probably never surpassed in any body of 
hearers. 


“Tt is with feelings which truly it is not in my power to ex- 
press, that I again find myself in the midst of you; do let me 
thus call you with no common emphasis—my beloved brethren of 
the clergy and laity. Thanks to God for that protecting provi- 
dence which has brought me to you; and who graciously enables 
me to enjoy the delightful satisfaction of seeing my clergy assem- 
bled, without the alloy, that death has taken away any of their 
valued number. We mourn indeed, the affecting stroke, that has 
removed from the sphere of ministerial usefulness on which they 
had entered since my departure, some young servants of our 
heavenly master who were in every view, of the highest promise. 

But [ again press to the bosom—I have felt it—of mutual af- 
fection ; again take with the hand of warm congratulation, the 
Clergy whom I had left, whom I had often seen in this sacred 
place. I knew not their full hold on my heart till 1 was separa- 
ted from them and again united to them. I also see the revered 
and honoured Laymen whom I have been and am proud to call my 
friends, to denominate them with an appellation that still more 
endears them to me, the Friends of the Church; the Zion whom 
they ard I ought, and I trust do supremely love; not as the 
mere religious party with which we are fortuitously cast, but as 
the depository and dispenser of the truths of salvation. 

The assembling on these occasions of the laity to aid and sup- 
port their Bishop and their clergy in those ecclesiastical meas- 
ures that fall within their province, | have ever considered as 
under God one of the best securities of the union and prosperity 
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of our Church—one of the strongest pledges that she enjoys the 
confidence of her members, and a powerful earnest of, and excite- 
ment to all those exertions by which that prosperity is to be se- 
cured, 

Welcoming, most cordially welcoming from these considera- 
tions, to these ecclesiastical meetings my brethren of the laity, 
long may we be gratified by their presence. 

But my heart delights to think that their present assemblage, I 
maj regard, in some degree, as an evidence of the affectionate 
interest which they take in their Bishop; in one who, proud, 
unaffectedly and deeply proud of every manifestation of their at- 
tachment, now recalls many, many periods in which he has been 
aided by their counsel, strengthened, powerfully strengthened by 
their support, animated by their confidence, and solaced by their 
friendship. 

My brethren of the clergy and laity, my feelings would fain 
pour out themselves in words, but truly, (there is no affectation 
here,) words do not come adequate to my feelings of respect, of 
affection, of gratitude; yes, gratitude for your confidence, for 
your kind estimation of my services, for your indulgence to my 
failings, for the sympathetick and deep interest and prayers that 
marked my departure and my absence, for the heart-cheering 
greetings that welcome my return. 

But [| can say, and { must say that [ honour, that I esteem, that I 
love you. And do, 1 beseech you, carry with you to your con- 
gregations and your fellow churchmen the expression of my grati- 
tude for all the interest which, in various ways, they have so 
strongly manifested for their absent Bishop. 

Tell them that he comes grateful indeed, for hospitalities and 
attentions abroad, and admiring much that he has seen, especially 
in the land of his fathers; but prizing all that he left behind, 
more, he would almost say, infinitely more than when he went 
away ; loving his Church as the purest and the best, however as 
yet hamble among the Churches of Christendom ; and why should 
he not, for once in his life, mingle with his publick acts as a Chris- 
tian Bishop, his sentiments as a citizen, loving his country as the 
best and the happiest, because the freest upon earth.—Tell them 
that he comes with renovated desires to serve them-—to do his 
duty to the beloved Diocese of which he has charge. Of that Di- 
ocese, to say the least, so important in the general relations of 
our Zion, it delights him to know that, during his absence, harmo- 
ny and zeal and delicate attention to his supposed wishes and feel- 
ing, marked all your united and separate measures. It delights 
him to find so many evidences of its prosperity in the numerous 
representations which already meet him, of persons to be con- 
firmed, of new congregations to be visited and of new churches 
to be consecrated. And above all it delights him to know that, 
with geal for all those externals of our Church, which God has 
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made the safe-guards of her spiritual principles—those great prin- 
ciples which constitute the Gospel, which that Church professes 
in its greatest purity the power of God unto salvation are the ani- 
mating guides of the publick instructions of the clergy, and | hum. 
bly hope, duly prized by the people to whom they minister. 

Even if the period since my arrival had been long enough for 
the purpose, the circumstances following that arrival, of which 
you must be aware, have so excited and engrossed my feelings, as 
not to admit of my gaining that information which would enable 
me to present to you in detail the state of the Diocese, a gratifica- 
tion to which I look forward, God willing, at some future oppor- 
tunity. 

The business of the missionary department has, during my ab- 
sence, been conducted with great ability by the committee to 
whom it is confided. 

I must, however, earnestly press, from a conviction of its su- 
preme importance, your zealous and persevering efforts to keep 
up and increase the.missionary fund, by means of which, the truths 
and ordinances of the Gospel, as professed by our Church, have 
been dispensed to so many who were destitute of them. The du- 
ties of the standing committee, also, which my absence increased, 
have been most ably discharged. Nor let me omit for myself and 
1 am contident for you, the warm expression of gratitude to sey- 
eral of my brethren of the episcopacy for their services in this 
Diocese, and especially to my long known and valued brother of 
the Diocese of New-Jersey, for the numerous official acts which 
with so much cordiality and ability he has performed for his ab- 
sent brother. They will long live in our affectionate remem- 
brance. 

My heart has been often with my Diocese ; and particularly on 
those interesting occasions when my venerable father and breth- 
ren of the episcopacy assembled here on the concerns of our gen- 
eral Theological Seminary ; which institution, since its organiza- 
tion on its present correct and impartial principles, by which pro- 
visions may be made for theological education adequate to the 
wants of the whole Church, I had hoped would have engaged 
the united and cordial co-operation of every Diocese, as it had 
done on a memorable occasion the prayers and the acts of its 
highest eclesiastical assembly; and of which (and on this point I 

a . 
shall say no more,) as the great hope under God of our Zion and 
one of the principal bonds of its unity, I have been, through some 
evil report, its zealous, and I think, consistent advocate. 

One thing more, brethren of the clergy and especially of the 
laity, (for, engaged as they are in the business and cares of the 
world,) to them the admonition particularly applies—continue to 
love your Church as maintaining and professing the faith once de- 
livered tothe saints, the ministry and worship of apostolick and 
primitive times—display your affection by devoting, as opportun- 
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ity offers, your talents, your influence, your time, and forget not, 
also, the wealth with which Providence has blessed you, to her 
extension and prosperity. But let me deeply impress on you, how 
utterly vain will be all our affection—all our exertions for our 
Zion, unless, through the agency of the Divine spirit, its sacred 
truth and ministration and services come with that power on our 
hearts and lives which redeems them from all unholy desires, 
sanctifies them after the Divine image of purity and goodness, and 
produces the fruits of righteousness and peace. 

Then, and then only, shal! we pass through this Zion below to 
the more blessed Zion above, where, in all the powers and the 
feelings of our nature, we shall find the perfection of truth and 
the fulness of felicity. God grant of his infinite mercy in Christ, 
brethren, that there we may meet and abide forever.” 


Ee ———————————$ 


ADDRESS AT AN ORDINATION. 


We have been politely favoured with the Warrenton (North Carolina,) Re 
porter, from which is copied the following Address of Bishop Ravenscroft, te 
the Rey. James H. Otey, and the Rev. C. C. Brainerd, after having been ad- 
mitted by him to the Holy Order of Priesthood. 

‘* To you, my sons, who have thisday received the commission 
of the great head of the Church, to proclaim the unsearchable 
riches of the salvation, that is in his only name, to the sin ruined, 
blood ransomed race of Adam. Itis my sacred duty to press upon 
your deepest consideration, the magnitude and importance of the 
trust committed to you. You have said, and we trust you have 
well said, that you are ‘ moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon 
you this office and ministry,’ and that all just confidence may be 
placed by others in your now sacred character. You have been 
publickly and solemnly separated to the Gospel of God, by the 
significant, sacred, and ancient rite of imposition of hands. You 
are, therefore, no longer your own, but another’s; you have now, 
not ‘only your own souls to save, by your own personal religion, 
but by the word of Christ dwelling in you richly ; by the faithful 
administering of the counsel and gncouragement, the warning 
and reproof, the hopes and the fears of the Gospel of Salvation, 
to save the souls of others. ‘To this you are now pledged, my 
brothers, as the main business of your future days ; nor can any 
earthly power release you from the sacred obligation. Bear in 
mind, then, I beseech you, that to diligence and faithfulness in de- 
elaring the whole counsel of God, you must manifestin your own 
conversation in life, that the truths you press upon your hearers, 
are not matters of speculative knowledge, but near and dear re- 
alities, which fill your hearts and rule your lives. He that would 
preach the Gospel with effect, must live as becometh the Gospel. 
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If, then, it is triumph beyond expression, a victory to be celebra- 
ted forever by the Heavenly powers, for asinner to overcome and 
conquer the enemy, and through the grace of the Gospel gain 
the crown of life, what must be the glorious and exalted triumph 
of him who carries with him to the bar of God, the seals of his 
ministry, in souls won to Christ ? Let the contemplation of this 
triumph, then, arm you, my Rev. brothers, to meet the double 
duties of your high calling, with zeal and diligence. Your course 
is arduous, but your help is mighty ; your labour is unceasing, 
but your reward is unspeakable. Whatever can stimulate to ex- 
értion, or animate to perseverance, is bound up with the sacred 
character this day conferred on you. The common feelings of 
humanity ; the sanctified affections of Divine love ; the glory of 
God, and the interests of your own souls—all combine to press 
you forward, in snatching brands from everlasting burnings. God 
has honoured you with his high commission, to negotiate the terms 
of peace and reconciliation with his fallen, rebellious, yet re- 
deemed creatures. The Lord Jesus Christ hath committed to 
your care, a portion of his blood-bought flock. He bids you un- 
furl the banner of the cross, and draw all men to Him, who tast- 
ed death for every man. He authorises you to assure even the 
chief of sinners, that if he comes to him, he will in no wise cast 
him out. He sends you to preach good tidings unto the meek, 
to comfort all that mourn, to bind up the broken hearted ; to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and withal the day of vengeance of our God. O, it is an 
awful trust, my sons, and which nought that this world can offer 
could tempt to undertake, which no human accomplishment can 
furnish to fulfil: yet, fear not. He who hath called you is faith- 
ful ; and as your day is, so shall your grace be. ‘Lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world,’ is the soul strength- 
ening declaration which insures the victory to the faithful soldier 
of the cross. The world may frown, and hell may rage against 
the truth of God, but not one jot or tittle shall fail. Labour, 
then, my brothers, to make full proof of your ministry ; that, 
well done good and faithful servants, may crown your toils, and 
welcome you to the higher ministrations of those exalted spirits, 
who stand forever before the throne of God, and ascribe glory, 
honour and salvation to Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb forever.” 





LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 





COLLEGIATE RECORD FOR 1825. 


Union College, N. Y.—It was stated in the Gospel Advocate for October, 
that 22 graduates of Union College received the degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
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at the recent commencement of that Institution. The number should have 


been stated 62. 


Hampden Sidney College, Va.—At this Institution thirteen young gentle- 
men received the degree of A. B.; eight received the degree of A. M.; and 


the honorary degree of LL. D. was conferred on Benjamin Watkins Leigh, 
‘Esq. This is the first Doctorate ever conferred by the Institution. 


Nassau Hall College, N. J—Thirty-eight alumni of this Institution receiv- 
ed the degree of Bachelor of Arts ; and the degree of Doctor of Divinity was 
conferred upon the Rev. Mr. Bishop, President of the Ohio University. 

Ohio University—The degree of Bachelor of Arts was conferred on four 
young gentlemen, and the degree of Doctor of Laws wasconferred upon De 


Witt Clinton, Governor of New York. 





PARAPHRASES OF SELECT PORTIONS OF 


HOLY SCRIPTURE. 


We have recently perused a pam- 
phlet, under this title, of about sixteen 
pages, containing selections of sacred 
poetry. The object of the compiler 
seems to be, to augment the materials 
at present before them, of the Commit- 
tee appointed by the last General Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, on the subject of the Psalms 
and Hymns. Ina sai number this 
subject has been alluded to, and we 
would refer our readers to the senti- 
ments there expressed in relation to it. 
It is proposed in the remarks which 

reface this compilation, “ that there 
Pe a distinct class of “ Paraphrases ;"’ 
so that the metrical department of the 
Prayer Book shall be threefold, viz. : 
Psalms, Paraphrases, and Hymns.” 
“ Any Paraphrase of Scripture,” it is 
observed, “ huwever loose, if it be al- 
lowed by the Church, is of at least 
equal authority with an uninspired 
Hyman ; and if it be close, a version, 
or nearly such, its authority is far su- 
perior. Paraphrases, on the average, 
therefore, rank above human Hymns ; 
and are inferior only to absolute ver- 
sions of the Psalms.” Many of those 
in the present selection, the reader is 
informed, ‘‘ have been altered from 
the originals ; the alterations being 
deemed improvements ; some are a- 
bridged ; some have received addi- 
tions ; and, in several cases, the ori- 
ginal metre has been changed for an- 
other more wanted. A few of them 
have been formed into stanzas from 
compositions not intended for musick, 
but of very high and acknowledged 


excellence. And several, in the more 
uncommon metres, have been inserted 
rather to allow a choice among pieces 
of such metres, than from any pecu- 
liar merit in the compositions them- 
selves.” 





BISHOP KEMP’S ADDRESS. 


At the Commencement of the General 
Theological Seminary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, held in 
New York, at Christ Church, on 
the 29th of July, 1825. 


It must be highly interesting to the 
members of our Church, to be nform- 
ed of the growing prosperity of an in- 
stitution which has been so long and 
so loudly demanded by the wants of 
Epcopena in this country. A learn- 
ed and pious clergy, deeply versed in 
the doctrines and discipline of the 
Christian Church, cannot fail to diffuse 
an influence which must be widely felt, 
and become actively useful in the com- 
munity. ‘Talents and piety, meeting 
with the facilities which, throws the 
medium of this seminary, are now so 
munificently bestowed, are rendered 
doubly active in the cause of truth 
and the extension of the distinctive 
principles of the Gospel. While oth 
er Churches have been rearing and 
nurturing a ministry, whose learning, 
piety, and talents, have taken a high 
rank in the Christian world, the mem- 
bers of theProtestamt Episcopal Church 
alone seem to have viewed, with almost 
culpable indifference, the wants and 
yi pr to which its clergy have long 

een exposed. The numerical dispro- 
portion of Episcopal ministers in_ this 
country to those of other denominations, 
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is largely attributable to this fact alone, 
were there no others which might be 
adduced to account for it. And if it be 
added, that many of those who have 
39 entered mto Holy Orders, have 
painfully experienced the inconvenien- 
ces of their early preparation, from the 
want of those advantages, which, un- 
der a divine blessing, are at present 
enjoved, it will no longer be a matter 
of surprise, that our Church is not more 
known, and her hallowed rites and 
institutions more respected. It is, how- 
ever, with much pleasing anticipations 
that the gradually increasing and effi- 
cient influence of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary, under the united pat- 
ronage and direction of the House of 
Bishops and General Convention, ma 
be contemplated. The pious moni 
cence of those who have contributed 
to its funds, we may justly conclude, 
will be early ao by a large ac- 
cession of learned, exemplary, and ef- 
ficient young men, who will be seen 
preaching the i and instructing 
in the principles of a sound practical 
faith the remote settlers of our west- 
ern wilderness, as well as the more 
enlightened and polished inhabitanis 
of the Atlantic shores ; professing and 
practising the doctrines of the cross, 
with the simplicity and zeal of primi- 
tive piety, and defending them with 
the learning of modern ages. 

In addressing the members of the 
Seminary on the occasion ef their 
meeting, and alluding to the rewards 
of the faithful minister of the Gospel, 
the Right Reverend Bishop, the title 
of whose discourse is given above, ob- 
serves : 


« ¢ When our blessed Lord was ask- 
ed by Peter, What shall we have, who 
have forsaken all, and followed thee,’ 
he answered, ‘ Verily I say unto you, 
that ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration, when the Son of Man 
shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.’ Now at 


first view, this must imply some condi- 
tion highly honourable and glorious, 
because it is connected with our Lord 
on the throne of his glory. But when 
we consider the terms made use of, 
we approach a more definite meaning. 


[1825 


The word regeneration occurs only 
twice in the New Testament, and in 
one instance, its being connected with 
baptism, confines it to our translation 
from the state of nature into the king- 
dom of grace. Here it implies our 
resurrection from the dead, and trans- 
lation into the kingdom of glory.— 
‘ Most of the ancient fathers, a 
best modern commentators,’ says Bi- 
shop Porteus, ‘ connect regeneration 
with the words that follow ; and thus 
understand it to mean, the day of 
judgment and recompense, when all 
mankind shall be, as it were, regene- 
rated, or born again, by rising from 
their graves.’* 

“ 'l'o sit upon twelve thrones, judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel, seems 
to imply, that the apostles will have 
some honourable distinction at the 
great day of judgment. But lest it 
should be supposed that all high dis- 
tinction of this kind would be confined 
to the apostles, our Saviour goes on to 
declare,‘ and every one that hath for- 
saken houses, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, or lands, for my name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundred fold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life.’ And it is a 
most triumphant consideration, that 
notwithstanding the allurements of 
gain, and the infatuations of temporal 
honours, in this vast and extending em- 
pire, there are many to be found, who 
prefer the pleasure of ‘ opening the 
eyes of sinners, and turning them from 
darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan, unto God, that they may re- 
ceive forgiveness of sins, and inheri- 
tance among them who, by faith in 
Christ Jesus, are sanctified.’ 

* But, although you have passed 
through the course of study prescribed 
by the Church, you have still to be or- 
dained and commissioned, before you 
can act as ambassadours for Christ, or 
stewards of the mysteries of God. The 
apostles accompanied our Lord nearly 
three years, during which time they 





*The text of Griesbach has the pas- 
sage thus pointed. In some of the 
earlier copies of our present transla- 
tion, a comma is placed after the word 
regeneration. ‘The Oxford edition of 
the 8vo. Bible, printed in 1820, inserts 
the comma after me. 
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heard his instructions, they saw his 
miracles, and they witnessed the purity 
of his life. Still, when he was about 
to give apermanent form to his Church, 
he solemnly ordained them ; and be- 
fore he ascended into heaven, he 
granted that commission, under which 
they and their successors have govern- 
ed the Church, and preached the Gos- 
pel, ever since.” 

The Right Reverend Bishop then 
calls the attention of his hearers to 
three points : the primitive order of 
the Church of Christ, her liturgy, and 


her faith. 


ALPHABETS. 

The English Alphabet contains twen- 
ty-four letters ; to which, if we add j 
and v, consonants, there will be twen- 
ty-six; the French contains twenty- 
three ; the Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, 
and Samaritan, twenty-two each ; the 
Arabic twenty-eight ; the Persian thir- 
ty-one ; the Turkish thirty-three ; the 
Georgian thirty-six ; the Coptic thirty- 
two; the Muscovite forty-three; the 
Greek twenty-four ; the Latin twenty- 
two ; the Sclavonic twenty-seven ; the 
Dutch twenty-six ; the Spanish twen- 
ty-seven ; the Italian twenty ; the E- 
thiopic and Tartarian, each two hun- 
dred and two ; the Indians of Bengal 
twenty-one ; the Baramese nineteen ; 


the Chinese have, properly speaking, 
no alphabet, except we call their whole 
language by that name; their letters 
are words, or rather hieroglyphics, 
amounting to about eighty thousand. 





CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD. 

Dr. Barry, an English physician, 
lately read before the Academie des 
Sciences at Paris,a Memoir on the 
Motion of the Blood in the Veins. 
From reasoning, as well as from direct 
experiments upon living animals, the 
authour of this Memoir has been led to 
conclude, that the return of the blood 
to the heart is caused directly by at- 
mospherick pressure. According to 
him, a vacuum is formed in the theo- 
racick cavities at the moment of in- 
spiration, which produces upon all the 
fluids in communication with those 
parts, the same effect as the ascent of 
the piston does in the —. The con- 
sequences likely to result from this 
new doctrine of Dr. Barry’s, if estab- 
lished, are stated to be highiy interest- 
ing to medical men, but no details are 
given, the editor of the journal from 
which we quote (Le Globe) excusing 
himself on account of the foreign pro- 
nunciatien‘of the authour, who appears 
to have read his Memoir himself. He 
adds, however, that Messrs. Cuvier 
and Dumeril have been named by the 
Academy to report upon the subject 





RELIGIOUS AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


In the London Quarterly Review, 
for June last, is the following practi- 
cal illustration of the benefits resulting 
from missionary efforts. 


By the official returns in August, 
1822, it appears that the population of 
Sierra Leone, consisted of 16,671 
souls, of whom more than 11,000 we re 
negroes, rescued by our cruisers from 
slavery. Perhaps so much happiness 
and unmingled good were never be- 
fore produced by the employment of 
a naval force. Eleven thousand hu- 
man .beings had then been rescued 


from the horrors of the middle passage, 
(horrors, be it remembered, which 
have been aggravated by the abolition 
of the slave-trade, such is the remorse- 
less villainy of those who still carry 
on that infamous traffick,) though the 
mortality among them, when they are 
first landed, arising from their treat- 
ment on board the slave-ships, has 
been dreadful. They are settled in 
villages, under the superintendence of 
missionaries or schoolmasters, sent out 
from this country, and of native teach- 
ers and assistants, whom the settle- 
ment now begins to supply. The ef- 
fect of this training has been such, that 
though, when the population of the 
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colony was only 4,000, there had been 
forty cases, on the calendar for trial ; 

ten years after, when the population 
was 16,000, there were only six ; and 
nota si ingle case from any of the vril- 

lages under the management of “@ mis- 
sionary or schoolmaster. It is affirm- 
ed that the authority of the word of 
God, in connexion with Christian dis- 
cipline, supercedes among them almost 
ali necessity for humanlaws. “ oe 
of those with whom I live.” saysa 
misstonary, (whose life has since be en 
sacrificed in this good cause,) “ Ihave 

seen brought from the holds of slave- 
ships. I have seen them rise from the 
chains of the slave deulers to become 
industrious men and women, pions 
Christians, affectionate husbands and 
wives, tender fathers and methers, and 
peaceful eisMiualis Considering 
these : hitee. I have always thought 
myself among the happiest of men, in 
serving, in this way, our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ Would this true servant of 
his heavenly Master hove exchanged 
that feeling for all the victories of Bo- 
naparte, and all his power, even if that 
power had been stable ?>--Could any 
success in the pursuit of fame or for- 
tune have given him a happiness equal 
in kind or degree, to that which he 
thus deserved and obtained ? Captain 
Sabine of the Engineers, has authori- 
zed the Committee to state his testi- 
mony, that “ after spending six weeks 
in the colony, and closely and repeat- 
edly inspecting the state of the libera- 
ted Africans, under the care of Chris- 
tian instructors, the representation of 
their improved condition was perfect- 
ly true; and that im reference to the 
largest assemblage of them, at Regents 
Town, their spirit and conduct are 
such, that he is persuaded there is not 
to be seen upon earth, a community of 
equal size, so truly exemplary.” <A 
naval officer, who had seen much of 
the negroes in slavery, was so struck 
with the state of these, that he could 
hardly believe they had been under 
instruction only since the end of the 
year 1816. Inquiring what method 
had been pursued to bring them from 
the deplorable condition in which they 
were received, to such a state in so 
short a time, Sir Charles M’Carthy 
replied “ no other than teaching them 
the truths of Christianity, w hich these 


gentlemen were sent to propagate by 
the Church Missionary Socie ty. By 
this alone they have ruled them, and 
have raised them to a common level 
with other civilized people ; and be- 
lieve me,” he added, “ if you admit 
Christian teachers into your island, 
you will find your negroes soon he- 
come affectionate and faithfcl servants 
to you.” 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

At the meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, held in 
the City of eet ag from the 26th 
to the 29th of July, 1425, the Finance 
Committee made the following Re 
port. 


The property of the Seminary consists 
of 200 Mechanicks’ Bank Shares. the 
par value of which ts S5.0u0 00 

Bonds and Mortgages of 
sundry persons, with a 
statement of their re- 
spective amounts ac- 
companying this Re- 
port - - - Je 200 00 

Loans on Notes of indi- 
viduals, secured by 
transte rs of Stock ‘ 14.665 00 

Cash in Bank, and Inter- 
est receivable on the 
Ist August next 1.995 35 


§ 100,140 35 


Lp 


From which 
deducting— 
The Endowment of the 
“Warren” Scholarship $2,000 00 


“ Bishop White” do. 2500 00 
‘Bishop Kemp” do. 1.557 8&7 
“ Bishop Ch: aggett” do. IRR 50 
North ¢ Carolina Fund 1,745 36 
Building Fund .- - 7,228 72 

Salaries due the Ist August 
next : - 1,275 00 
ae | 


Which deducted from above 16,495 45 
Leaves the sum of $ 83,644 90 


The Interest of which, 
at 6 per cent. per an- 
num, is $5,018 69, & 
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is applicable to the 
current expenses of the 
Seminary. 

The ordinary Expendi- 
tures of the Seminary 


are— 
Salariestothe Professors $3,750 00 
Librarian 100 00 
Janitor - 150 v0 
Rent of the house occu- 
pied by the Students - 500 00 


Annual Allowance to the 

Society for the promo- 

tion of Religion and 

Learning, for four 

Scholars - . - 400 00 
{Incidental Expenses . 400 00 

S 5.300 00 
Which leaves a deficien- 

cy of $ 281 21. 

On the subject of the Building Fund, 
the Commiuttee beg leave to report : 
They have received from the Rev. R. 

B. Croes, in part ot Subscriptions 


made to him in this city, (8 500 of 


which were obtained from the Con- 


grecation of St. George’s Church in 
this city, and S205 from the Con- 
gregation of St. Mark’s Church in 


thiscity) - - - S& R67 OD 
Interest accrued on the 
above stnce paid : 23 66 


From the Vestry of Trin- 
ity Church, as stated 


below . - - 3.090 11 
From the Parish of Trin- 

ity Church, New York 965 00 
St. George’s Church, do 1,108 00 
Grace Church, - do. 1165 00 

Ann’s Church, Brook- 

lyn - - - . 406 00 


% 7,228 72 
Subscriptions in this city 
not yet paid: 
in the ‘Parish of Tri Inity 
Church - $ 960 00 
St.George’s Church 92 00 
Grace - do. 865 00 
St. Mark's do. 307 00 
Of the amount of sub- 
scriptions by differ- 
ent persons, to the 


Rev. R. B. Croes 1,015 00 





3,239 00 





% 19.467 72 
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The whole amount of Subscriptions 
to the Permanent Fund unpaid, a part 
of which is due in the years 1826, and 
1827, is $6,445. It is proposed to 
make immediate arrangements for the 
collection of the same. 

‘The Committee have great pleasure 
in reporting, that, since the last meet- 
ing of the Trustees, the Rev. R. B. 
Croes has obtained in the Diocese of 
Maryland, new Subscriptions, amount- 
ing to $5,892 75, of which $ 3,826, 
75 have been paid to him. 

teceived from the Vestry of Trini- 

ty Church, to be appropri: ited by the 
Crustees in aid of the Subse ription for 
erecting Buildings on the Ground con- 
veyed by Clement C. Moore, being a 
Legacy from the late Godtrey Coon, 
$ 3,393 11. 

ISAAC LAWRENCE, 

HENRY M’FARLAN, 

EDWARD R. JONES 
New-York, 26th July, 1825. 

GREEN BAY MISSION. 

It is a subject of great satisfaction 
to the Executive Committee, that the 
long desired object of an Indian Mis- 
greens under the eare of our Church, is 
about to be accomplished. lLpisco- 
ai ins must reflect, that in orderto its 
successful prosec ution. the work will 
require an increase of labourers, and 
great expense. The Society will de- 


vote itself chiefly to the Education of 
Indian Children, in the principles of 


Christianity, and in ‘he arts ofc ivilized 
life——and in ‘the prosecution oi Pits plan, 
will form as niany schools as they can 
provide with teachers, and means for 
their support. Some donations to the 
Green Bay Mission, have already been 
received. Others are respec tfuily sol- 
icited. ‘The Episcopal clergy are par- 
ticularly requested to interest them- 
selves in this matter. The mode in 
which they will aid the cause is left 
to themselves ; the duty is imposed by 
the authority of the C hurch. 


GEORGE BOYD, 
JACKSON KEMPER, 
Sub Committee. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 18, 1825 





CHURCH IN MARYLAND. 
The Convention of the Protestant 


Episcopal Church of the Diocese of 
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Maryland, was held in St. Paul's 
Church, Baltimore, on the first of 
June of the present year. Besides the 
Bishop, there were present 34 presby- 
ters, 9 deacons, and 37 lay delegates. 
«Nine presbyters and two deacons were 
absent, and 21 parishes were not re- 
presented by any 7 delegation. The 
whole number of clergymen in Mary- 
land thus ge tobe 51. The Rev. 
William E. Wyatt, D. D. was elected 
secretary. The following summary 
from the parochial Reports, is taken 
from the printed Journal of the Con- 
vention : baptisms 999, marriages 245, 
funerals 460, communicants 1013, cat- 
echumens 228, Sunday school scholars 
856, persons confirmed by the Bishop 
303. 





From the Washington Repertory. 


®BITUARY OF LIEUT. HENRY W. GARD- 
NER, OF THE MARINE CORPS. 


In memory of those who “die in 
the Lord,’ and for the instruction of 
those who survive, it is pleasant and 
useful to record the circumstances of 
their death, and the joyful hope which 
sustained them in that trying hour. 
This is the more interesting and grati- 
fying, when the subject of our notice 
is found in the ranks of our army, or 
in our navy, where, we regret to say, 
the subject of religion does not gene- 
rally command that attention which 
its importance and the everlasting wel- 
fare of immortal souls, continually ex- 
posed to the shafts of death, loudly de- 
mand. In addition to the many and 
powerful admonitions which the voice 
of rel:gion urges and presses home upon 
the consciences of men, to be a/ways 
ready, the dictates of common sense 
teach the instructive lesson, that in 
proportion to the dangers and uncer- 
tainty of life, and the near approach 
of death, the necessary preparation 
should be made for that momentous 
event. But how widely different from 
this is the fact! How few of those 
brave and heroick men who have fought 
and bled in their country’s cause, and 
of those who now wield the sword of 
the nation, are the professed followers 
of the Redeemer of the world ! 


We are thankful to our Heavenly 
Father, that some of the bravest of the 
brave, both in the army and nevy, are 


not ashamed to confess the Saviour 
before men ; and we cherish the hope 
and devoutly pray, that the number 
may be increased an hundred fold. 
The bright example of Macdonough 
and others, sheds a peculiar lustre over 
their character ; and when called to 
receive their glorious reward in Heav- 
en, will embalm their memories in the 
hearts of all the people of God. 

In the death of Lieut. Hexyry W. 
Garpyer, while we lament his early 
departure, and sympathize with his 
mourning friends and relatives, it is 
consoling—yea, more—-it is gratifying, 
to enrol his name among the Soldiers 
of the Cross, and to point to his dying 
bed for the verification of those sol- 
emn truths that “the righteous hath 
hope in his death,” and that “ being 
justified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.”’ 

We shall close this brief notice of 
this estimable young man, with the 
following extracts from letters address- 
ed to the friends of the deceased, by 
the Chaplain, the Rev. John McCarty, 
and Lieut. Tyler, of the Marines, gn 
the mournfulevent. Lt. Tyler says : 

“ He died as a Christian ; and his 
last moments were spent in prayer, 
and in conversation with our deserving 
Chaplain, respecting the immortality 
of the soul. He breathed his last 
without expressing the least sorrow for 
his fate, or a lamentation for his un- 
timely end. Still he wished to live, 
but it was, as he said himself, for his 
dear family. His character was ad- 
mired by all, and censured by none. 
As aman, as an officer, and as a 
Christian, he deserves the warmest 
commendations of his brother officers, 
and all those who had the honour of 
knowing him. He was moderate in 
his wishes ; merciful to every one ; 
for enemies he had none. And indeed 
his merit was great; for his uncom- 
mon talents, and his sweet disposition, 
rendered him eligible for the highest 
stations. He was buried with milita- 
ry honours, and was followed to his 
grave by all his brother officers. We 
have placed over his grave a hand- 
some marble slab. His remains are 
placed by the side of Captain Gordon, 
of the Navy, in the Grave Yard that 
is alloted to American Officers that 
may die here.” 
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U. 8. Frigate Constitution, 
Messina, April 20th, 1825. 


Mrs. GARDNER, 

Madam : It becomes my painfnl du- 
ty, to inform you of the death of your 
son, Lt. Henry W. Gardner, late of 
the U. 8. Marine Corps, who depart- 
ed this life on board of this ship, at 
one o'clock and thirty minutes in the 
morning of the 26th inst. after a short 
illness of about ten days. 

During your son’s sickness, he often 
made affectionate mention of you, his 
dear mother, and of all his relatives ; 
and requested me to inform you how 
he died, and of the state of bis feel- 
ings ; and it alleviates much of the 
pain I fee] in making this communi- 
cation, that I can say, his last days 
were employed as became a sinner 
and a Christian—in a sincere, and, I 
trust, availing, repentance, and implor- 
ing the mercy of God through Christ 
Jesus. His sickness and sufferings 
were supported without a murmur, 
and though expressing a natural wish 
to recover, yet he met the approach 
of death with more than common for- 
titude, and resignation to the will of 
his God. He bad the entire possession 
of his mental faculties until within an 
hour of his death ; and that strength 
of mind, assisted by an early religious 
education, was employed in preparing 
for the great and sevil change—and 
in this, all the assistance I could ren- 
der, was given in directing him to the 
great propitiation for sin, by uniting 
with him in prayer, and commending 
his soul into the hands of a merciful 
Creator. The unexpected death of a 
young man of great promise and use- 
fulness in his situation, of fine talents, 
and possessed of a most amiable dis- 

osition, which produced esteem for 
bin in all that had the happiness of 
knowing him ; is a dispensation of Di- 
vine Providence peculiarly afflicting, 
and one that is calculated to make 
“the living lay it to heart: yet the 
Christian preparation and resignation 
with which he met the approach of 
the last enemy, Death, Poo the reli- 
gious hope we are warranted in enter- 
taining of him, ought to afford great 
consolation to us that are spared. 

And may you, and all the relatives 
of our deceased friend, to whom his 


death must be most afflicting, be com- 
forted by the belief, that your dear re- 
lative is taken from the sufferings and 
trials of this world of sin and misery ; 
and as he sleeps in Christ, he rests in 
hope of a glorious immortality beyond 
the grave. And consoled by this bom 
that our holy religion inspires, may 
you be able to say: ‘* The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ; bless- 
ed be the name of the Lord.” Amen. 
I am, sincerely, your 
Friend, &c. 


Joun McCarty. 
Chaplain. U.S. F. Constitution. 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
The American Board of Foreign 


Missions, acknowledges the receipt of 


$2,392, during the past year. The 
expenditures during the same time 
were $55,744. A meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners was lately 
held in Northampton. A proposition 
was made at this meeting to discon- 
tinue the Foreign Mission School at 
Cornwall, Conn. and a committee was 
appointed to report on the subject. 

A negociation is in a course of pro- 
gress for a union of the United For- 
eign amg nen 4 Society, and the A- 
merican Board of Commissioners.— 
Terms of union are proposed, and the 
two institutions will be united if the 
Presbyterian and Dutch Reformed 
Churches consent to the proposal. 


CAUTION IN VISITING SICK ROOMS. 


Never venture into a sick room in a 
violent perspiration, (if circumstances 
require a continuance there for any 
time,) for the moment the body be- 
comes cold, it is in a state likely to ab- 
sorb the infection, and receive the dis- 
ease. Nor visit a sick person (espe- 
cially if the complaint be of a conta- 
gious nature) with an empty stomach ; 
as this disposes the system more readi- 
ly to receive the infection. In attend- 
ing a sick person, stand where the air 
passes from the door or window of 
the diseased, not betwixt the diseased 
person and any fire thatis in the room, 
as the heat of the fire will draw the,in- 
fectious vapours in that direction, and 
much danger would arise from breath- 
ing in it. 

















































en. ewes 


i ee ee 


LSA EI. ot. 


ow 





368 Religious and Miscellaneous Intelligence. [1825. 


THR JEW IN WILNA. 

In the advance of the French a- 
gainst Russia, a Colonel, strolling the 
suburbs of Wilna, heard cries of dis- 
tress from a house, and entering to as- 
certain the cause, he found four sol- 
diers engaged in plundering and ill- 
treating an aged Jew and a young 
girl. The marauders, not being in- 
clined to relinquish their prey, pro- 
ceeded to blows, but the Colonel, who 
was an excellent swordsman, laid two 
of his assailants dead on the spot, and 
drove the other two from the house 
severely wounded—he himself receiv- 
ed slight wounds, and a ball grazed 
his cheek. On the return of the rem- 
nant of the-French army, oppressed 
with fatigue, want, and disease, the 
worn out soldier, in rags, sought the 
dwelling of the Jew, and with difticul- 
ty was recognised; so completely 
changed was his appearance. The 
Jew completely furnished his ward- 
robe, and contrived to send him 
through the hostile armies to France. 
At the peace, the Colonel was obliged 
to retire on a miserable pittance, 
which an aged mother and a sister 
shared. He had forgotten the Jew of 
Wilna, when one evening in the spring 
of 1816, aman called at his humble 
abode, in the suburbs of Paris, and hay- 
ing satisfied himself as to his identity, 
placed in his hands a packet, and van- 
ished. On opening it the Colonel 
found bills on a banker in Paris, to the 
amount of 5000/. with the following 
note : 

‘¢ He whose daughter you preserved 
from a brutal ravisher, whose life you 
saved, and whose house you protected 
from plunder, at the risk of your own 
existence, sends you an offering of his 
gratitude ; the only return he requires, 
if ever you hear the Jews contemned, 

ou will say, that one of that race, 
> ae how to be grateful.” The old 
Jew died at Vienna; his daughter, the 
heiress of this immense wealth, the 
largest portion of which was in the 
French funds, visited Paris; it was 
natural she should seek the brave man 
who had preserved her from the worst 
of fates, and with no common emo- 
tion he found the young girl he had 
protected, now a blooming and beau- 
tiful woman, and amiable as she was 


engaging. He became a lover, and 

she consented to be a wife. With her 

hand he received more than 100,000/. 
ORDINATIONS. 

On Saturday, the 1st of October, at 
Christ Chapel, Belville, N. J. the Rev. 
Matthew Matthews, late of Pennsyl- 
vania, and a student of the General 
Theological Seminary, was admitted 
by the Right Rev. John Croes, to the 
Holy Order of Priests. An appropri- 
ate discourse was delivered by the 
Rev. John Croes, Jun. 

In Georgetown, D. C. on Wednes- 
day the 12th inst. the Rev. Horatio 
Nelson Gray, Rector of Christ Church 
in that town, was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Priests, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Kemp. Morning service 
was performed by the Rev. Mr. Haw- 
ley,Rector of St. John’s Church, Wash- 
ington. The sermon was preached 
by the Bishop from 1 Cor. iv. 2.-—“It 
is required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful.” The candidate was 

resented by the Rev. Mr. Anderson, 
Rector of St. John’s Church, George- 
town, and the communion was ad- 
ministered by the Bishop. 

In St. Stephen's Church, Philadel- 

hia, Mr. John B. Clemson, Mr Caleb 
. Good, and Mr. David C. Page, were 
admitted tothe Holy Order of Deacons, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop White.— 
Morning prayers were read by Rev. 
Mr. Montgomery, and the sermon by 
the Bishop. 

At a special Ordination hoiden in 
Middlebury, Vermont, on Sunday the 
23d October—The Right Reverend 
A. V. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern 
Diocese, admitted Moore Bingham, 
and Louis McDanold, to the Holy Or- 
der of Deacons. 

On Sunday morning 16th inst. the 
Right Reverend the Bishop of this Di- 
ocese held an Ordination in St. John’s 
Chareh, Williamsborough, and, after 
consecrating the church to the service 
of Almighty God, admitted James H. 
Otey, A. M. to the Holy Order of Dea- 
cons; and the Rey. C. C. Brainerd, to 
that of the Priesthood. 

Mr. Oiey was presented by the Rev 
Mr. Green of Hillsborough, and Mr. 
Brainerd, by the Rev. Mr. Mason, of 
Newbern. 











